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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 
Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 

 
Sunday  

Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 
Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 

 
No weekday Masses this week 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 It is good for us to have trials and troubles at times, for 
they often remind us that we are on probation and ought not to 
hope in any worldly thing. It is good for us sometimes to suffer 
contradiction, to be misjudged by men even though we do well 
and mean well. These things help us to be humble and shield us 
from vainglory. When to all outward appearances men give us no 
credit, when they do not think well of us, then we are more in-
clined to seek God Who sees our hearts. Therefore, a man ought to 
root himself so firmly in God that he will not need the consolations 
of men. 

When a man of good will is afflicted, tempted, and tor-
mented by evil thoughts, he realizes clearly that his greatest need 
is God, without Whom he can do no good. Saddened by his miser-
ies and sufferings, he laments and prays. He wearies of living long-
er and wishes for death that he might be dissolved and be with 
Christ. Then he understands fully that perfect security and com-
plete peace cannot be found on earth.  Book 1 Chapter 12 of the 
Imitation of Christ by Thomas A Kempis 
 

 I fully realize that the last sentence of Kempis’ words 
that I have just quoted might be a bit much for most folks, but at 
the same time I did not want to leave it out.  Kempis wrote what 
he wrote. 

The reason why I am sharing this chapter from The 
Imitation of Christ is because it came to me after a moment of 
prayer just before my morning meditation the other day.  I use 
The Imitation nearly every morning.  I was asking the Lord to 
instruct my heart regarding how to pastor a parish through very 
difficult and uncertain times.  What can one say?  Should an ef-
fort be made to “red pill” everyone?  What is the prudent course 
of action that ought to be taken that does not deny the truth or 
the reality of the situation in which we find ourselves? 

After my dialogue with the Lord on these questions, I 
opened my book to the next meditation which just happened to 
be the chapter I have just shared with you, and it touches on a 
theme that I have mentioned before and perhaps I need to con-
tinue to mention.  We are being sifted.  I mentioned this for the 
first time during the lockdowns that began in the spring of 2020.  
We are being sifted.  As a people of faith and as a nation.  Yes, all 
the events of the past few years and those that are presently 
unfolding before us, are all woven into the very providence of 
God who governs all things mightily and well, directing all of 
human history toward the goal which He has established, and 
nobody can change.   

Adversity, as Kempis is suggesting to us, is a good and 
necessary thing because it helps us to clarify where our alle-
giance lies; are we children of God or children of the world (or 
perdition to put a fine point on it).  As this world convulses un-
der the powers that rule it, we come to understand more plainly 
that we do not belong to this world and that our faith makes us 
de facto aliens to it.  The trials and tribulations that we face 

Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes 
James Tissot (1836-1902) 

Happy Father’s Day! 
June 19th 

 

The Ronan Knights of 
Columbus will meet 

after the 8:30 Mass on 
June 26th in the parish 

hall. 

A Prayer for Christian Fathers 

Heavenly Father, 
you entrusted your Son Jesus, 
the child of Mary, 
to the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 
Bless all fathers 
as they care for their families. 
Give them strength and wisdom, 
tenderness and patience; 
support them in the work they have to do, 
protecting those who look to them, 
as we look to you for love and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. 
Amen. 

- Author Unknown 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 
Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt, 

Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, Bill Posivio, Mauri Morin, Zane & Carol Kelly.  
 

Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 
individuals wish to be publicly identified.   

 
Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-

ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for June 
 

Families: We pray for Christian families around the world; may they embody and experience unconditional love and 

advance in holiness in their daily lives. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill and Kaleb Michell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, John Cooney,  

Jamie Severson, Hayden Petterson, Alex Olmes, Anthony Olmes, Alex Ramirez, James Semling. 

                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, June 18th 

Vigil of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
Repose of the Soul of Gary Marquardt, rb Sheila Marquardt 
Sunday, June 19th 

Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish/ 
The Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Wednesday, June 22nd 
St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop 
Sts. John Fisher & Thomas More, Martyrs 
Repose of the Soul of Buffy McLean, rb Teri Daigneault 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as oats, flour and rice.  
Fresh produce, including garden produce, are accepted. Pet foods are frequent-
ly in demand, and clients tend to prefer healthy options for food that are not so 
loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also accept money donations as well. 
Charitable donations may be left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

Ordinations 
 
Fr. Jeffrey Fleming from the 
Diocese of Helena has been 
appointed by Pope Francis as 
Coadjutor Bishop of the Diocese of 
Great Falls-Billings. His episcopal 
ordination will take place on 

Wednesday, June 22nd, at Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
in Great Falls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dcn. Tyler Frohlich and Dcn. Matthew Christiaens will 
be ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Helena 
on Friday, June 24th, at the Cathedral of Saint Helena. 

should vertebrate our faith and produce within us a strong and 
lively hope of the promises made by Jesus Christ so that we may 
joyful endure whatever may come. 

But no man is an island.  We have been created for 
communion and communion is our supernatural destiny.  Our 
baptism has drawn us into the mystery of the inner life of the 
Blessed Trinity, a mystery we bear witness to in our obedience 
to Christ’s command to love one another as He has loved us.  The 
adversities of the present age then will sift us with the result that 
people of faith will cling more closely to each other in commun-
ion and in community so that just as the Lord has said, the wheat 
may be gathered into the barn of the Church, while the chaff will 
be blown away into an unquenchable fire. 

To borrow an analogy from The Fathers of the Church, 
we are many grains of wheat being ground by trials into a flour 
that when moistened by the dew of the Holy Spirit will make of 
us one loaf in Christ. 

Humility, patience and love.  As I mentioned last week, 
those crucifying Christ could tear apart His body and destroy 
Him, but they could not destroy His love for them.  That is a 
point to ponder.   

Today we celebrate that love of Christ, a love as stern 
as death, present to us in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, 
instituted the very night He was to deliver Himself into the 
hands of His enemies.  This is the very love of God that has been 
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and the love that 
unites us in one communion, a holy communion. 
 
Keep the Faith, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 

Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire 
presents a new way to easily pray 
the Liturgy of the Hours! No 
guesswork, no flipping ribbons. 
Subscribe and receive one 
booklet each month. Check it out 
at wordonfire.org/pray. 



The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
He fed them with the finest wheat 
and satisfied them with honey from the rock. 
 
Collect: 
O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament 
have left us a memorial of your Passion, 
grant us, we pray, 
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood 
that we may always experience in ourselves 
the fruits of your redemption. 
Who live and reign with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
Readings: 
 
Genesis 14:18-20 
Ps 110:1,2,3,4 
   R. You are a priest forever, in the line of Melchizedek. 
1 Cor 11:23-26 
Sequence: Lauda Sion 
Alleluia: I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever. 
Gospel: Luke 9:11b-17 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
The unity of the Mystical Body: the Eucharist makes the Church. Those 
who receive the Eucharist are united more closely to Christ. Through it 
Christ unites them to all the faithful in one body - the Church. Communion 
renews, strengthens, and deepens this incorporation into the Church, al-
ready achieved by Baptism. In Baptism we have been called to form but 
one body. The Eucharist fulfills this call: "The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? the bread which we 
break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one 
bread:" 
If you are the body and members of Christ, then it is your sacrament that is 
placed on the table of the Lord; it is your sacrament that you receive. To 
that which you are you respond "Amen" ("yes, it is true!") and by respond-
ing to it you assent to it. For you hear the words, "the Body of Christ" and 
respond "Amen." Be then a member of the Body of Christ that your Amen 
may be true. (CCC 1396) 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  

$182,613 of $170,000 (107%!) 
Thank you for helping us to meet our goal! 

 
Contributions to Repair of  

Heating System/Building Fund: 

$36,220 of $25,000 (145%) 
 

Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$37,942 of $44,500 (85%) 

 
Thank you for your great generosity!! 

Feast Days This Week 

June 21 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

June 22 
St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop 
 
St. John Fisher &  
St. Thomas More, Martyrs 

June 23 
The Nativity of St. John  
the Baptist 

June 24 
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

June 25 
The Immaculate Heart of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

“Take note of those who hold heterodox opinions on the 

grace of Jesus Christ which has come to us, and see how 
contrary their opinions are to the mind of God. . . . They 
abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer because they do 
not confess that the Eucharist is the flesh of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, flesh which suffered for our sins and which that 
Father, in his goodness, raised up again. They who deny the 
gift of God are perishing in their disputes.” 

  
(St. Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Smyrnaeans 6:2–7:1 [A.D. 110]).  



History of the Feast of Corpus Christi 
 

Father Francis Weiser describes the history of the Corpus Christi, including history of the feast, hymns and folklore. 
 

HISTORY AND LITURGY 
 

ORIGIN — On Maundy Thursday, the day on which the Church commemorates the institution of the Holy Eucharist, it is 
impossible to honor the Blessed Sacrament with appropriate solemn and joyful rites. Such a festival is precluded by the 
sad and sorrowful memories of the day — the betrayal of Judas, Christ's agony and arrest, Peter's denial — and by the 
fact that other prescribed ceremonies are already occupying the time of clergy and faithful on Holy Thursday.1 
 

It was a humble nun in Belgium, Saint Juliana (1258), Prioress of Mont Cornillon, who first suggested and advocated a 
special feast in honor of the Blessed Sacrament to be celebrated on a day other than Maundy Thursday.2 From her 
sixteenth year she had often in her prayers beheld a strange sight: it was as if the full moon appeared to her in brilliant 
light, while a part of its disc remained black and lightless. Finally, in a vision, Christ showed her the meaning of this 
picture. The moon represented the ecclesiastical year; the black spot indicated the lack of a festival in honor of the 
Blessed Sacrament. She was to announce to the authorities of the Church that God wished such a feast to be established. 
In 1230 Juliana communicated her secret to a small group of learned theologians. As her message became publicly 
known, she had to suffer scorn and ridicule for some years. But the bishop of her diocese (Lie ge) and some of his canons 
eventually lent a willing ear to her appeals. A diocesan synod in 1246 decided in her favor and prescribed such a feast for 
the churches of Lie ge.3 
 

Was it mere coincidence that one of the men who had supported her efforts in Belgium later became pope? He was 
Jacques Pantale on, Archdeacon of Lie ge. Upon his election to the papal office he assumed the name of Urban IV (1261-
1265). On September 8, 1264, six years after Juliana's death, he established for the whole Church that festival in honor of 
the Holy Eucharist which the saintly nun had proclaimed to be willed by God. It was to be celebrated with great solemnity 
on the Thursday after Pentecost week, and indulgences were granted to all who would receive Holy Communion or 
attend special devotions in addition to hearing Mass. 
 

Urban IV commissioned the great Dominican scholar Saint Thomas Aquinas to compose the texts of Mass and Divine 
Office for the new feast. The splendor, depth, and devotion of the prayers and hymns that Saint Thomas wrote have 
enriched the liturgy with one of its most beautiful rituals. They are still in use today, admired and appreciated by people 
of all faiths. 
 

The bull of Urban IV had no immediate effect because he died soon after its publication, and the succeeding popes did not 
urge the matter. Finally, however, Pope Clement V, in 1314, renewed the decrees in a bull of his own, and then the feast 
spread quickly throughout the Latin Church. Later it was also accepted by some parts of the Oriental Church (Syrians, 
Armenians, Copts, and Melchites). The churches of the Greeks, Ukrainians, and Russians (of the Greek Catholic Rite) do 
not celebrate this feast. 
 

Corpus Christi is a holyday of obligation. In the United States, however, the faithful are exempt from the obligation by a 
special dispensation of the Holy See. 
 

NAMES — The official title of the feast is, in the Latin Church, Festum Sanctissimi Corporis Christi (Feast of the Most Holy 
Body of Christ). In Greek it is called Tou Somatos Tou Kyriou Heorte (Feast of the Body of the Lord). From these 
ecclesiastical terms many Christian nations have adopted popular names for the feast, like the English and 
Spanish Corpus Christi, the German Fronleichnam (Body of the Lord), the Slavic Boze Telo (Body of God), the Syriac pagre 
d' maran (Body of the Lord), and the Arabic 'id el-jesed el-ilahi (Feast of the Body of God). Other names are Fête 
Dieu (Feast of God) in French, Úrnapja (Day of the Lord) in Hungarian, Brasancevo (Sacred Bread) among the southern 
Slavs. 
 

Activity Source: Handbook of Christian Feasts and Customs by Francis X. Weiser, S.J., Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York, 1958 
 

From CatholicCulture.org: Catholic Activity: History of the Feast of Corpus Christi. Retrieved May 27, 2022. 


